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Guidance and Counsel 

INDEPENDENCE - Sunday, January 
17 at 3 p.m. (CST) President 
Veazey will bring words of 
guidance and inspired counsel as 
the church continues to engage in 
prayer, discussion, and discern-
ment about important issues. The 
church is invited and encouraged 
to participate through on-site 
attendance at the Temple in 
Independence, Missouri, and via 
live webcast at www. CofChrist 
.org.   

Please join the World Church 
Leadership Council in prayerful 
support of Brother Veazey and 
the church as we continue our 
journey with God into the future. 

As the church prepares for the 
2010 World Conference, April 10–
17, Prophet-President Stephen M. 
Veazey is involved with the 
worldwide church in seeking the 
mind and will of God.             

World Ministries Contribution 
Update (December 2009) 

By Presiding Bishopric                     
December 04, 2009 

INDEPENDENCE -- The church 
received an estimated $715,000 
in World Ministries Mission Tithes 
in October, 5% less than the 
budgeted income for the month.  

 

Because of strong contributions 
in September and August, we are 
still a little ahead of the budget 
of $9.8 million for the year. 
Thank you very much for your 
faithful giving. 

How are we living our mission 
today? 

Our congregation and staff in 
Ndot Ikot Eda, Nigeria, brought 
fresh, clean drinking water to the 
entire community. 

New Vision Community of Christ, 
a new congregational plant in 
Mesa, Arizona, provided 
community ministry at Mesa’s 
Child Crisis Center. 

We supported Calgary, Alberta’s 
Community Kitchen, which pro-
vides healthy meals and a place 
to belong for people who have 
limited resources. 

*Due to manual reporting by some 
jurisdictions, actual income will take 
several months to finalize. If you 
have a question about this update, 
please contact the Presiding 
Bishopric at presidingbishopric@ 
CofChrist.org or 1001 W. Walnut, 
Independence, MO 64050. 

  

   

 

         

Your generosity is making 

a difference in the world. 
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Military Members 
 
By SCMC Staff 
December 12, 2009 
 

Because of military personnel frequently shifting, 

the newsletter, "Peacekeepers," has lost track of 

many recipients. It's asking for help. Please send 

the names and addresses of church members on 

active duty to C. W. Heaviland, armr77@ sbcglob- 

al.net.  

2010 Women’s Retreat 
 
By Holly Norton 
December 2009 

 
SCMC/SwIMC - - Ladies 18 and wiser, as you break 
open you new 2010 calendar make sure to save 
March 12-14 for this year's SwIMC & SCMC 
Women's Retreat sponsored by Community of 
Christ at the lovely Camp Buckhorn in Idyllwild, 
CA.  
 
This year the theme is Tuning In: Getting to Know 
the “You” God Intended with guest minister Carol 
Le Beau, a former Southern California News 
Anchor who now speaks across America about 
health, women's issues and ministries.  
 
 

 

 
Women's Retreat is a wonderful time to round up 
your girlfriends for a renewing mountain top 
experience, so don't be shy and start passing this 
to everyone you think would enjoy this time 
apart! 
 

Associate Pastor Search 
 
By SCMC Staff 
December 12, 2009 

 
The Orange congregation, Southern California 

USA Mission Center, is seeking an associate 

pastor with emphasis in outreach ministry. This 

person will work closely with the pastor and 

leadership. Qualifications: strong personal 

testimony of Jesus Christ; commitment to 

continuing education and spiritual growth; 

experience leading, coordinating, and executing 

congregational ministries; ability to communicate 

clearly; heart for ministry among all people; 

bachelor's degree preferred. Send resume with 

references to orange@CofChristla.org . 

        

                   

St. George Emerging Congregation 

By Janice Jamriska                                                                           

December 14, 2009 

St. George, UT -- Our St. George group continues 
to rotate our meeting within five homes with an 
average of 6 - 12 in attendance. 

On July 12, 2009 Cheree Grubham and Fidel 
Torres gave birth to Kacen Benjamin Torres in 
Vernal, UT. 

Jim and Sandy Hetrick attended a Veteran’s Day 
celebration at the Veteran Tribute Academy in 
Las Vegas on November 10, 2009. James Bradley 
Hetrick, their grandson, played “Taps” at the end 
of the celebration. Per Jim and Sandy, James 
Bradley did an excellent job. 
 
On November 15, 2009 Cheree Grubham and 
Fidel Torres were united in marriage by Elder Jim 
Hetrick in St. George, UT at the Elks club. 
Cheree’s brother, Kris, walked her down the aisle 
and Tara, her sister, was the maid of honor and 
Fidel’s father was the best man. 
 

Continued Next Page 
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 St. George continued                                                                                 

Cheree’s daughter, Issabella, was the flower girl, 
her nephew, Jerimyah, was the ring bearer. 
Family, church family and friends were in 
attendance. 

November 22, 2009 at the 10:00 worship service 
Michele McGrath from Mission Viejo, CA gave the 
focus moment. Her husband, Mike McGrath and 
daughter Katiie Rincon were also in attendance. 
Katiie gave the invocation prayer. 

November 22, 2009 at 11:00 AM the St. George, 
UT Emerging Congregation held our annual 
business meeting with Michele McGrath in 
attendance to represent the SwIM Mission 
Center. The meeting began with an opening 
prayer by Jerry Jamriska.                                                           

The officers elected for the term of 1/1/10-
12/31/10 are as followed: 

Pastor          Jerry Jamriska 
Secretary          Sandy Hetrick 
Christian Education      Paulette Wertz 
Pastoral and Worship Ministries      All Priesthood 

The sustaining appointments for the term of 
1/1/10-12/31/10 are as followed: 

Counselor to the Pastor             Jim Hetrick 
Financial Officer      Janice Jamriska                                                                              
Recorder       Janice Jamriska 
Historian       Janice Jamriska 
Adult Education              Jim Hetrick 

 At the end of the meeting Jerry Jamriska was set 

apart as 2010 pastor with laying on of hands and 

prayer by Michele McGrath. There were 11 

people in attendance. The worship service and 

business meeting was followed by a potluck 

dinner. 

We have been blessed with visitors this year; the 

Webb family of 5 attended our worship service 

during the Senior Games this summer. 

                                          

Posada 2009—Tecate, Baja California 

By Linda Espiritu Santo                                                                 

December 27, 2009 

TECATE -- Angels, Shepherds, Kings and a baby in 

a manger—the 2009 Tecate annual Christmas 

Posada was a special experience for young and 

old.    

The children were delighted by the abundance of 

gifts, piñatas and dulces (candies.)  All enjoyed 

the reenactment of the Christmas story and the 

abundance of good food and fellowship.  Even 

the chill of the evening did not put a damper on 

the enjoyment!  The church was filled to 

overflowing during the service.  (Closest count –

at least 70 —and probably another 20 or so for 

the party.) 

 

We had hoped our brothers and sisters  from El 

Sauzal would be able to celebrate with us—but 

due to a change in plans, Santa made a special 

delivery to the children there.    Georgina and 

Nacho Venegas and the entire congregation 

worked hard to make everything come together.  

The Clairemont congregation (SWIMC) and the 

Modesto congregation (Sierra Pacific MC) 

graciously provided gifts for the all the children.   

Continued Next Page 
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Posada Continued 

 

Gina Norton, who couldn’t be with us this year, 

helped coordinate getting us all together.  

Michele McGrath shared both in the Saturday 

activities and the Sunday service.  Thanks to all 

(on both sides of the border) who participated 

and contributed to make the 2009 Posada such a 

great, fun event.   

 

Christmas in Tecate is always a special experience 

which helps us again understand the purpose and 

meaning in our celebration.  The wide-eyed 

delight of the children for what may be their only 

gift this year helps us to remember that it’s not in 

number of gifts or things we have—but in the 

amount of love and joy we share.  May we all 

have a blessed 2010. 

 

 

 

The Week Between 

By Steve Hatch, December 31, 2009  

MISSION CENTER -- As I type this it is the week 

between Christmas and the New Year.  It is a very 

strange time when I think about it.  We are only a 

few days past what is probably the most 

anticipated day of the year.  We spend weeks 

counting down the days until Christmas and 

planning for that exciting day.  We plan special 

menus and gather with our family to share in 

traditions that have been passed down through 

the ages.  We decorate our homes and wrap 

presents, and in many ways totally rearrange our 

lives.  At church we plan special worship services 

to celebrate the Advent season, and the birth of 

Jesus, to remember the beginning of Christianity.  

And then it seems to be over, and we try to catch 

our breath for a moment.  But just a week later 

we celebrate the New Year.  We make resolutions 

and talk about new beginnings.  We ring out the 

old and count down the beginning of something 

new.  We reflect on where we have been and 

have new hopes for what is to come.  We 

recommit ourselves to goals both old and new. 

Continued Next Page 
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Regardless of what lies ahead the God of Grace 

will be with us on the journey.  I am sure the New 

Year will be filled with challenges and difficulty 

but I also know that whatever it holds I will not 

encounter them alone.  So I sit in limbo; but it’s 

not such a bad place.  I joyfully reflect on what 

has just passed and I look forward with hope for 

what is to come.  May you each find your “limbo” 

equally joyful and hopeful is my prayer. 

 

We Are 
 

A community of people where the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the focus of worship, learning, caring, and 
mission.  
 
An opportunity for genuine spiritual growth and 
relationship with the Holy Spirit.  
 
Local congregations where deep friendships are 
established, individual ideas are valued, and where 
those special needs find security, care, and support.  
 
A faith community that encourages the ministry of 
all people, including children and youth.  
 
A global community with a worldwide mission that 
values all cultures and celebrates the rich diversity 
of human life.  
 
A meaningful opportunity to serve Jesus Christ by 
helping others and promoting peace.  
 

Our Mission 
 

We proclaim Jesus Christ and promote communities 
of joy, hope, love, and peace.  
 

Faith and Beliefs 
 

We are an international Christian church with 

250,000 members found in more than fifty nations. 

Our World Headquarters, including a Temple 

dedicated to the pursuit of peace, is located in 

Independence, Missouri. The church was organized 

in 1830 in New York State. 

 

In Between continued 

But what about this week in between?  It almost 

feels like I’m in limbo.  I still have plenty of things 

around reminding me of the Christmas 

celebration and yet the day has come and gone.  

I’m still a few days from the beginning of a year 

that has yet to unfold and yet I know it is coming 

very soon.  I’m still recovering from all the 

Christmas cheer but I have very little time before 

I have to face the challenges of a New Year.  I am 

caught in between. 

In many ways this is a metaphor of where I see us 

a faith movement and as ministers, even when it 

isn’t the week between Christmas and New 

Years.  We have a long Christian and Community 

of Christ tradition that we celebrate.  We have 

given much time and energy to bring our church 

and ourselves to the present point.  We preserve 

ideas and celebrations that have been passed 

down to us, and rearrange our lives in ministry 

and service.  We plan and anticipate activities 

and programs and then they seem to be over 

before we know it.  And yet, there is always a 

future that calls us to something new.  Something 

to anticipate that is beyond our past, and current, 

understanding; a future that holds the promise of 

new hope and a new beginning.  And we are in 

the middle of the two… in limbo.  We want to 

stop and catch our breath but there is a new day, 

and new challenges, that await us.  We don’t 

know what this new day holds but we know it is 

coming, and sooner than later. 

But as I reflect on this week of limbo I remember 

one very important thing from the Christmas 

celebration.  Emmanuel… God with us!  That’s the 

message of the Advent season.  It is the reason 

we anticipate, and plan, and rearrange our lives.  

Because we remember that God is with us in our 

lives and in all that we do.  It is also the reason I 

look forward to a New Year of hopefulness.   

 


