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New MCFO Sustained at 

Conference.                                      
By John Kazyaka (Editor)                                

November 09, 2009  

SwIM CENTER  --    Michele Mc-

Grath has been an active 

member of SwIMC since she 

moved to Victorville in 1990 

and has served as both pastor 

and congregational financial 

officer at the Victor Valley 

Congregation.   

In the summer of 2008 she and 

her family moved to Mission 

Viejo and she began serving as 

the Mission Center Financial 

Officer for the Southern 

California Mission Center on 

August 1, 2008.  She was 

sustained as the SwIMC FO at 

the Southwest International 

Mission Center conference held 

in Victor Valley on October 31, 

2009. She will officially begin 

her dual role on January 1, 

2010. 

In preparation for the new 

assignment, she has worked on 

camps, retreats and mission 

center issues including the 

2010 budget with Steve Hatch, 

Gina Norton, and Holly Norton 

to ensure a smooth transition. 

 

As We Move Forward  

                                                      

INDEPENDENCE --  Regardless 

of the decision you make  

(August 30, 2009) concerning 

the merger, the congregations 

of Southern California and 

Southwest International are 

facing great challenges.  

Whether we are one mission 

center or two, we cannot afford 

ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ άƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΦέ  

Deeper commitment and 

investment of time, energy and 

resources are required of each 

and every one of us, if the 

church is to grow and expand.  

My hope is that we can offer 

our gifts and our prayers to one 

another in a spirit of love and 

fellowship, as we live out our 

promise to follow Jesus Christ 

and to bring forth communities 

that embody the peace, love, 

joy, and hope that is resident in 

the gospel.  aŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ 

blessings rest with all of us as 

we move forward.  

                            

 

By Apostle Susan Skoor 

August 2009                   
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2010 World Conference Delegates. 

By John Kazyaka (Editor)                                                                             

November 2009 

SwIM CENTER -- The twenty persons listed below 

are the approved delegates to represent the 

Southwest International Mission Center at World 

Conference.  These Delegates were approved on 

October 31, 2009 in Victor Valley. 

The MC is short four delegates to make a full 

representation at the World Conference. The MC is 

allowed 24 delegates and 24 alternatives. 

Please contact Steve Hatch by phone at 480-586-

0786 or by email at shatch@cofchrist.org if you wish 

to be considered. 

Alphabetical List of Delegates: 

Bonadonna, Sandra; Cooper, Diane; Cordova, Dick 

Cordova, Shirley;    Gault, Ralph;   Hatch, Stephen; 

McGrath, Michele; Nelson, Barbara; Norton, Holly; 

Norton, Ken; Olson, Harold; Olson, Irene;  Rhodes, 

Andrew;   Rhodes,  Mary Jo;    Venegas,  Georgina; 

Venegas,  Nacho;   Walrod,  Patti;    Wilcox, Joyce; 

Wiley, Don; Wiley, Sue. 

 

 

Thanks to the old and the new 

By Steve Hatch (MC President)                                   

November 2009 

SwIM CENTER  --  Thank-you!! Such and easy thing 

to say and yet we say it for too rarely.  Jerry 

Jamriska for many years has worked diligently on 

the newsletter to ensure that everyone is up on all 

the happenings in the in the Mission Center.  I 

consistently hear that the most important thing we 

can do is communicate.  The newsletter has been a 

huge part of that communication.  Thank-you Jerry 

for your work; it truly made a difference. 

Also, thanks to John for his willingness to take over.  

I speak for everyone in an expression of gratitude. 

 

 

From the Mission Center President 

By STEVEN HATCH (MC President)                                   

November 2009 

SwIM CENTER  --  Greetings all, The Advent Season 

ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎΦ  !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

something extremely ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻǊ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΦέ  

What is so important that it will consume most of 

the month?  What are we anticipating?  Of course 

ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΧ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

birth of Jesus; a birth that has changed the world.  

Biblical historians tell us that Jesus was most likely 

born in the spring and not in the winter, which has 

become our season of celebration.  But making sure 

we celebrate at the exact time when Jesus was born 

is not nearly as important as WHY we celebrate, and 

WHAT we celebrate.  As Christians, we remember 

the birth of the One on whom we base our faith.  

Jesus, the one we follow and pattern our lives after.  

We pause at this time of the year to remember, and 

to celebrate. 

Continued next page 
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2010 Mission Center Budget - Approved   
 

The mission center staff:  Stephen Hatch, Holly 

Norton, Gina Norton, and Michele McGrath, 

developed the 2010 budget.  They are committed 

to the long-term financial health of the mission 

center and proposed a balanced budget.  Approved 

at mission conference 10/31/09. 

 

                   

 

INCOME:     

 Baja Ministry Offerings $             300

 Congregation Support                       22,000

 W C Baja Support                                 2,400

 Investment Income                       36,000 

TOTAL INCOME    $       60,700 

EXPENSE:                    

CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT                                                

 Reunion               7,000

 Camperships              2,500

 Adult Ministry              1,000

 Hispanic/Baja Ministry           18,000

 Youth Ministry/SPEC            14,000

 Young Adult Ministry                           1,000

 Singles Ministry                 500

 Music & Video Licensing                400                   

 MC Conferences                 500

 Communications (website, etc.)                500

 Priesthood & Leadership             1,000

 Witnessing & Missionary                500 

TOTAL CONGREGATIONAL SUPPORT                     46,900 

HUMAN RESOURCES      

 Ministerial Salary                                 7,200

 Expense Reimbursements                         2,400 

TOTAL HUMAN RESOURCES                           9,600 

ADMINISTRATIVE                                                                                                  

 Audit                  250

 Equip. Repair & Maintenance                500

 Equip. Purchases                 500

 Office Supplies                 450 

TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE             1,700 

FACILITIES     

 MCRC Operating Cost             2,500

 Camp Buckhorn                      - 

TOTAL FACILITIES              2,500 

TOTAL EXPENSE   $      60,700 
 

 

From the Mission Center President 

Each Sunday during advent we will reflect on a 

season of Love, Hope, Joy, and Peace.  We will sing 

songs and read stories that remind us that the birth 

of the Christ Child points us to a God who is the 

source of these four elements; a God who yearns 

to be in relationship with all of creation so that all 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

grace. 

This is also a time when we will celebrate with 

family, share special and traditional meals, and 

exchange gifts and greetings.  In short, we share in 

unique and sacred relationships with each other.  

Relationships that reflect that same relationship 

God has with each of us.  Our Love is deeper, our 

Hope is greater, our Joy is enhanced, and our Peace 

is known, because of God is ever present and 

available.  That was, and continues to be, the true 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜƴǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘ ŀǎ ŀ 

celebration of Emanuel ς God with us. 

aŀȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

fullest extent, and may we anticipate and realize 

ǘƘŜ ά!ŘǾŜƴǘǎέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ lives. 
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News from VISTA/CARLSBAD 

By Ralph Gault                                                                                       

November 23, 2009 

FALLBROOK -- Well the good news is that we are still 
going strong.  Possibly not as strong as we'd like but 
we're still alive and doing well.  Let me just give 
everyone an update.  At the present time we are 
contemplating utilizing the expertise of a counselor 
for our group.  Someone that can give us some input 
as to how we might expand and bring ministries to a 
variety of people.  We are eager to move out and 
explore various possibilities and feel led by God to 
explore alternatives and possibilities.  We are 
blessed to have the group of folks we do have 
because everyone has the same desire and that is 
that people might see Jesus in our every action, and 
with that desire we are confident that "things" are 
going to happen through our efforts.  Please keep us 
in your prayers as we seek direction from God as to 
what, where and how He wants us to serve. 

We have recently become acquainted with a lady 
and her son who are homeless.  One day as we 
arrived for worship here they were sitting outside 
our meeting place having their Jack in the Box 
breakfast, so, Norio and I went out, introduced 
ourselves to them and invited them to worship with 
us.  That's all it took, they have been worshipping 
with us ever since and we have truly been blessed by 
their presence.  (Everyone might keep them in your 
prayers as they have many issues that we know God 
can help with). 

We were blessed for on November 15th we were 
ministered to through the efforts of Erin and Kyle 
Logan from the LA area.  They were richly received 
and our group was truly blessed with their 
gentleness and outgoing personalities and their 
desire to serve God.     

We are looking forward to having Don Wiley with us 
for the last Sunday of November because when we 
have him we know we are going to receive rich 
ministries again.              (Continued next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

World Ministries Contribution Update   
(November 2009) 

By Presiding Bishopric                         
November 09, 2009 

INDEPENDENCE --   The church received an estimated 

$895,000 in World Ministries Mission Tithes in 

September, continuing the significant improvement in 

contributions we experienced in August. Three months 

into the new fiscal year, we are 10% ahead of the 

budget of $9.8 million. If this trend continues through 

the year, the worldwide mission of the church will be 

strengthened. Thank you very much for your faithful 

giving. 

How are we living our mission today? 

Youth in the Mid-Atlantic Mission Center, led by full-

time field ministers, made a youth venture to Africa, 

bringing life-changing experiences to those who went 

and those they met. 

Young adults provide teaching ministry in India through 

World Service Corps. 

Destiny of HOPE, part of the Imani Mission in Columbia, 
Missouri, offers outreach and compassionate ministries 
to the community. 

*Due to manual reporting by some jurisdictions, actual 
income will take several months to finalize. If you have a 
question about this update, please contact the Presiding 
Bishopric at presidingbishopric@CofChrist.org or 1001 W. 
Walnut, Independence, MO 64050.  
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Vista/Carlsbad  (Continued from page 4)         

Due to the Carlsbad street fair it is impossible to get 
to our location to have church so when that happens 
we meet at someone's home and this past month 
when this took place we were happy that Ralph and 
Carol opened their home for communion and we 
know all that attended were again richly blessed.    

We are pleased that at least two from our group will 
be representing the Mission Center in plans to 
attend World Conference.  Please keep the plans and 
business of the church in your prayers as we all look 
for guidance for the issues which confront us at this 
time. 

As mentioned in ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΧǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΧƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴȅ ƻǳǘ 
there that would like to travel to our location to 
share with us, please do not hesitate to volunteer, 
we will call upon you.  As in all of our congregations, 
our needs are great, but we do enjoy many rich 
blessings as we endeavor to bring a variety of 
ministries as we worship. 

God's blessing on each one of you is our prayer. 

 

  

Singing Gloria, Living Gloria1 
 
 
By Michele McGrath, SCMC FO                                
November 2009 
 

SCM CENTER -- At our home, no matter what 

decorations we put up, no matter what surprises we 

hide, no matter what get-together we attend, no 

matter what meal we plan, it juǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ 

Christmas until we make a very difficult decision:  

ǿƘƛŎƘ /5Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /5 ǇƭŀȅŜǊΚ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 

candidates this year?  Possibly the Andy Williams 

Christmas Album and/or 9ƭǾƛǎΩ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ in a nod to 

nostalgia, since my husband Mike and I grew up with 

these albums, respectively. 

 

 

 

An album of various holiday-themed classical music, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ¢ŎƘŀƛƪƻǾǎƪȅΩǎ The Nutcracker.  Maybe 
hǘǘƳŀǊ [ƛŜōŜǊǘΩǎ Poets of Angels for dinner music.  
More rŜŎŜƴǘ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ WŜǿŜƭΩǎ Joy: A Holiday 
Collection, a compilation album by Christian artists 
called City on a HillΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ .Ǌƛŀƴ {ŜǘȊŜǊ hǊŎƘŜǎǘǊŀΩǎ 
Boogie Woogie Christmas, guaranteed to encourage 
lively after-dinner dancing.  A gift from last year, yet 
unwrapped ς A Charlie Brown Christmas.  And my 
most recent purchase, a funky blend of world music 
called Holiday World Beat.  (Wait, give me that back ς 
LΩƭƭ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦύ 
 

For so many of us, music is such an important part of 
the hƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ IŀƴŘŜƭΩǎ Messiah2 ring in 
our ears (and maybe even roll off our tongues, if we 
join the Upland Congregation for their annual Messiah 
sing-a-long on Dec. 6th!); its scriptural promises just as 
ƳǳŎƘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ŀǎ ƳƻƳΩǎ DŜǊƳŀƴ Spritz 
cookies.  Each year we look forward to hearing anew 
LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǿƘƻ 
will be Savior of the World. 
 

It is interesting to realize that the Jews to whom Isaiah 
was originally speaking would have heard these 
promises far differently than we do.  When we hear 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ άǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǘƘ 
ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎέ όLǎŀΦ пнΥм-4 NRSV), we hear 
them as speaking about an individual.  We hear the 
ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊŜǘƻƭŘΦ  .ǳǘ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
Jewish audience would have probably understood the 
Suffering Servant not as just an individual, but as a 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ 
ŀƭƭ LǎǊŀŜƭΥ  ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƳ L ǿƛƭƭ 
be glorified. I will give you as a light to the nations that 
Ƴȅ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ  όLǎŀΦ 
49:3, 6b NRSV) 
 
How would our understanding of Advent be 
broadened if we imagined ourselves, as a part of 
DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
light to the world?  What if we are called to not just 
wait and watch, but to actively engage in bringing light 
to the world at this darkest time of year?  What would 
that mean?  Once again Isaiah shares the heart of God 
with us:    (Continued next page) 
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Singing Gloria, Living Gloria 
                                                 (Continued from page 5)         
 

Is not this the sort of fast that pleases me:  
to break unjust fetters, to undo the thongs 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break all yokes?  Is it not sharing 
your food with the hungry, and sheltering 
the homeless poor; if you see someone 
lacking clothes, to clothe him and not to 
turn away from your own kin?  Then your 
light will blaze out like the dawn and your 
wound be quickly healed over.  Saving 
justice for you will go ahead, and the 
LORDΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ  όLǎa 58:6-8 
NJB) 

 
This year, may you spend less time shopping for 
that perfect present, and spend more of the 
present with family and friends.  May you serve 
fewer calorie- and carb-heavy meals to each other 
and serve more at a local charity.  May you spend 
less money on gifts for those people who have 
everything, and give more money to those who 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ 
ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ3  
Hallelujah! 
 

 

 

1
 From the song Gloria, by the Smalltown Poets, from their 

2006 album Listen Closely, Ardent Music LLC 

2
 Messiah is a musical oratio composed by George Frideric 

IŀƴŘŜƭ ƛƴ мтпмΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 

life and significance.  The majority of the texts used to tell the 

story were selected from the prophetic books of Hebrew 

scripture including Isaiah, Haggai, Malachi and others. 

3
 For more ideas, check out www.buynothingchristmas.org 

 

 

 

 

 Some people are impossible to shop for, 
OTHERS ARE IMPOSSIBLE TO IGNORE...  

         

 

By Matthew Naylor 
President, Outreach International              
November 2009 

INDEPENDENCE -- With Christmas coming soon, 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ probably thinking of what to give your loved 

ones. You want it to be meaningful, special, and 

unique. Most of all, you want it to honor and please 

them. See the Online Catalog (Outreachshop.org) for 

more ideas or call 816-833-0883 today.  

© 2009 Outreach I nternational, Used by permission  

 

http://www.buynothingchristmas.org/
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Risky Business                                                                                                      

By Holly Norton, Young Adult Minister                                        
November 24, 2009 

SwIM CENTER -- Sometimes it is hard not knowing 
where to get started, who to talk to or even what 
to do...it all puts you out on a risky limb. At the 
Risky Business: 2010 Witnessing Retreat you will 
receive tools that assist you in letting loose of your 
inhibitions to take hold of the passionate mission 
of spreading the Peace of Christ in a ways best 
suited to your and congregation's gifts and talents. 

The format for the event is essentially a copy of 
ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²h²99 όaƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ wŀƭƭȅύ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ 
IŀǇǇȅ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ άǘǊŀŎƪǎέΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 
which center on mission and outreach:                  
 
Missionary Opportunities ς led by President of 
Seventy John Wight. 
Small Group Ministry ς led by Carman and Joan 
Thompson. 
Young Adult Ministry ς led by Carla Long 

                (Continued next page) 
 
 

 
 

Escondido Highlights 
 
By Irene Olson, Escondido 
November 23, 2009 

  
ESCONDIDO -- We have had seven baptisms this 
year:  Rebecca Cummings and Jaylene Slack on May 
31st; Ron Parker on August 9th; Haidee Slack on 
September 13th; Isabelle Iglisias, Cassandra Nunez 
and Kenya Nunez were baptized on October 25th.  
 
Cassandra started coming to the Wednesday 
afternoon activities at the church with Bobbi Rastle 
in charge. Her two sisters Diana & Kenya started 
coming, then her nieces Aurora and Isabelle. Last 
year four members of the family were baptized.   
 
Also there were two blessings on August 30th for 
Ben, a five year old and Roxanna, a baby of four 
months.   
  
On November 8th Tom Rastle was re-elected 
pastor. He & Bobbi have been such a blessing to 
the Congregation. Harold & Irene Olson have a new 
e-mail address: harold.olson@att.net 
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Risky Business   (Continued from page 7) 

 
We expect participants to receive some how-to 
type training as well as the inspiration of new ideas 
ŀƴŘ άŎŀƴ-Řƻέ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ           
 
The retreat will be held at our majestic Camp 
Buckhorn in Idyllwild, CA, January 15-17, which is 
just around the corner. The tentative schedule is 
posted on the Mission Center website, mark your 
calendars, tell it from the mountain tops, forward 
this on to friends and post it with your 
announcements!  This is bound to be an amazing 
way to get the New Year started on the energetic 
path. See also page eleven for tentative schedule. 

 

 
Celebration of Life 
 
VV: Paul Biller (84) passed away June 10th.                                                                           
 
ES: A memorial service for Peter Biller was held on 
August 1st . He is the son of Bill Biller.  
 
VV: Connie Stephens (90) passed away October 
20th. 
 
ES: Lena Sherwood passed away; her memorial 
service will be December 6th @ 2pm, Escondido 
Congregation. 
 
AZ: Vernon Godfrey died peacefully at home, with 
his wife, Suzanne beside him. The family has 
requested that instead of flowers please donate to 
Camp Opportunity, a non-profit Christian summer 
camp for disadvantaged, abused and fostered 
children. Donations can be made payable to 
Community of Christ in Prescott, which has a fund 
already established. 2970 Willow Creek Rd, 
Prescott, AZ 86305. 
 
A memorial was held Sunday 11/29/09, Cards may 
be sent to Suzanne Godfrey, 1204 Fremont Ct, 
Prescott, AZ 86305. 

 

                                                                         

SwIM CENTER ς An award winning artist and 
published author, John Kazyaka produced an 
exceptional weekly newsletter for the U.S. Navy. His 
graphic skills and talents were seen by the then 
leaders of the Vietnam War; General 
Westmoreland, Kissinger, McNamara and a host of 
others. The weekly newsletter, 16 pages, three 
colors and black consisted of typed articles, b & w 
photos, and colored maps. The layout and graphics 
earned him a Joint Service Commendation medal. 

After working four years in Hawaii, he was sent to 
Vietnam for a year, to work for the Public Works 
Department in charge of the surveyors and civilian 
illustrators. From there he was transferred to San 
Diego and eventually sent to the National Parachute 
Test Range in El Centro. After his stint in El Centro 
designing parachutes, he was medically discharged. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ±Ŝǘǎ 
in civilian life; John went to work for U.S. Civil 
Service. Going back to El Centro, to work as a 
surveyor and draftsman; he attended junior college 
and graduated with honors while working 40 hrs a 
week. 

Opportunities in San Diego opened up for an 
illustrator. Shortly thereafter, he advanced to a GS-9 
making training media for instructors, with minimal 
rework. John continued his education and 
graduated from National University. When the art 
department was phased out, he was offered a job in 
the Financial Department, until he went to work for 
the Greater Los Angeles Stake as a bookkeeper. 

While one door was closing another opened. He 
was hired on as a senior illustrator. He landed a job 
with Continental Data Graphics creating book form 
isometric drawings of parts and assemblies of 
commercial aircraft. After working nearly 15 years 
at this company, he retired to take care of his wife 
until her death. John and his wife, Lois were married 
41 years, have three children, and six grandchildren. 

 

Introduction of new Editor    
By John Kazyaka (Editor)                         

November 2009 
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Victor Valley News 

By Pat Mueller                                                                                     

November 2009 

Each spring Tony Eagan invites us up to Twin Peaks 
to view the beautiful array of daffodils.    In Twin 
Peaks he is called "Mr. Daffodil" and his summer 
flower garden is referred to as the "Garden of 
Eagan." This fall Tony & friends planted an addi-
tional 9000 bulbs along Hwy 189 in Twin Peaks for 
a total of 70,000. Also, Tony asked for donations at 
Reunion to buy daffodil bulbs to plant at Buckhorn 
Camp .  The response was generous, and on Oct. 
15, 2009 over 1000 bulbs were planted near the 
entrance to our campgrounds by Tony, Debi 
Norton and Don Wiley.  Look for an explosion of 
color next spring when they bloom! 

Four of us carpooled to El Cajon church for our MC 
spring conference. Apostle Susan Skoor was there 
as the guest minister.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Open House for the beautiful new PEACE CENTER 
at Buckhorn was held on May 9. Eight people from 
Victor Valley were able to participate in the 
celebration that we've looked forward to for so 
long. Could we possibly be any happier or more 
grateful for the vision and completion of this 
fabulous building? Our sincere thanks and appre-
ciation to Tom Hawthorne and the Buckhorn staff 
for the many months of hard work and dedication 
to this incredible project.  Its truly a dream come 
true! 

Tanaya Eagan graduated from Silverado High 
School in June.  She is currently attending .  She is 
currently attending Victor Valley Collage. 

WOW--another fantastic Reunion experience for 
thirty members, family and friends of our con-
gregation at Buckhorn Camp July 5-11! 

Our campgrounds have never looked better. 
 Everyone got to admire, utilize and enjoy the 
awesome, recently completed PEACE CENTER. It 
was used every day for something: a service, talent 
show, and/or volleyball. After decades of playing 

 

 

in the dirt in less than ideal conditions, the youth 
and adults alike could fully appreciate the won-
derful gymnasium with perfectly painted lines and 
no sun, ruts or runaway balls. We had an amazing 
group of young people at camp once again.  

The youth planned, organized and presented the 
Friday evening worship and communion service. We 
felt very blessed to have such great teenagers in our 
midst, who were so willing to share their love and  
talents with the rest of us.  They certainly give us 
hope for the future. 

Gary Worland is working on his college degree and 
finished the last school semester with straight A's. 
We're so proud of you, Gary! Keep up the good 
work.  Gary received his Evangelist Blessing by Paul 
Fisher at the 11:00 service on Nov. 1. We all got to 
share in that special experience. 

Ted & Pat Mueller's grandson, Jesse Rincon, 
completed his freshman year at Graceland 
University and spent the summer at home in 
Mission Viejo. He loves Graceland and is back on 
campus for his sophomore year. 

Paul Biller, a long time member of the Victor Valley 
congregation passed away on June10 at the age of 
84. He had been in failing health for the past several 
years.   A memorial service was held at his daughter, 
Kathy's home in Wrightwood on Saturday, June 
20. Many family members and friends attended the 
outdoor service, followed by a fried chicken and 
potluck lunch. Paul is survived by his wife of sixty 
years, Lona Lee, three adult children: Paula, Kathy 
and Wayne; three grandchildren, and four great 
grandchildren, as well as three of his brothers and 
their families.  

Connie Stephens, former organist for the Victor 
Valley congregation passed away on October 20, 
2009 at the age of 90.  She lived in Victorville for 
fifty years and raised her five children mostly as a 
single parent.  Connie was a very independent, 
creative and busy lady who was always on the go.  
She traveled the world, often alone, and all over the 
U.S in her motor home.   
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JOURNEY TAKERS OVERVIEW 

By John Kazyaka (editor)                                                                    

November 2009 

SwIM  CENTER -- Holly Norton, Youth Minister, is 

utilizing her experience and skills to provide 

monthly activities for the Senior High youth.   

An Overview of the Journey Takers require-ments 

 is to be in the 9-12th grade for the 09/10 

school year. Attend four (4) Journey Taker 

Overnights.  Attend two (2) retreats: Boys/Girls, 

Snow Camp or Hunger Challenge and actively 

attend a Community of Christ congregation. 

The next scheduled meeting in January, the activity 

plan will be announced via mission center 

calendar. February is the Senior High Snow 

Retreat, March ς TBA, April - Hunger Challenge at 

Temple City. May - Victor Valley. 

The Journey Takers Caravan to Denver will be 

announced later. Its itinerary is as follows: Day 1 ς 

Travel to Las Vegas. Day 2 ς Team 

Building/Community Services in Las Vegas. Day 3 ς 

Worship at St. George, Utah, drive to Colorado. 

Day 4 ς Work-day at Colorado Community of Christ 

campground. Day 5 & 6 ς Community Service, 

Worships, Ministry in Denver. Day 7 ς Drive half 

way home and go tent camping. Day 8 ς Caravan 

ends. 

 

She spent many summers in Alaska where she 

taught macramé and speed knitting in nursing 

homes. A memorial service was held at Victor 

Valley church on November 7. 

Lona Lee's grandson, Josh Biller recently enlisted in 

the U.S. Navy. He left in September for basic 

training in the Chicago area and graduated 

Thanksgiving weekend. He will be working on navel 

aircraft.   Mom, Kathy, and Grandma Lona Lee flew 

back there for his graduation ceremony, which also 

coincided with his 21st birthday.  Be safe and God 

bless, as you serve our country, Josh. 

Paul and Joan Fisher have moved out of our area 

and relocated in Sun City West, AZ. They had been 

stalwart members of the church in Victorville for 

over 30 years. They came here when Paul was a 

Colonel in the U.S. Air Force and was assigned to 

be Commander of George Air Force Base. Through 

the years Paul was Mojave District president as 

well as Regional Administrator. Currently, Paul is 

an Evangelist and Joan is an elder. We will miss 

their ministry, friendship, and presence, but wish 

them much joy and contentment in their new 

home. 

Three of our youthτSarrah, Chelsea, and Laurel 

were able ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƛǊƭΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 

City the weekend of November 6-8. Word is, they 

loved every minute of it! 

On Saturday, Nov.21 ten of us gathered at the 

church to make Christmas wreaths. It was planned 

to raise money to add to the campership fund for 

our youth. Tony had collected and donated many 

bags of pinecones from his mountain home, and 

others brought various ribbons, garlands and 

decorations.  We had such fun creating them that 

we plan to make it an annual tradition. 

We Are 
 

A community of people where the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the focus of worship, learning, caring, and 
mission.  
 
An opportunity for genuine spiritual growth and 
relationship with the Holy Spirit.  
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Risky Business: Witnessing Retreat 

 

 

Friday 

6:30pm Registration 

8pm Orientation: 5min per teacher 

8:45pm Opening Worship 

9:30pm Fellowship Activity & Snacks 

10:30pm Young @ Heart Activity 

  

Saturday 

7:30am Rise and Shine 

8am Breakfast  

9am Devotions 

9:30am Session 1: Missionary Opportunities 

10:30 Break 

10:45am Plan of Action: Congregations ï Pastors please bring mission & vision statements or examples 

12pm Lunch 

1:30pm Session 2: Choose Your Opportunity 

3pm Break 

3:15pm Session 3: Choose Your Opportunity 

5pm Dinner 

6pm Action Presentations 

7pm Refine Action 

7:30pm Break 

8pm Campfire 

8:45pm Fellowship Activity 

10:30pm Young @ Heart Activity 

  

Sunday 

7:30am Rise and Shine 

8am Breakfast 

9am Worship 

10:30am Clean Up 

11:30am Home 

 

 


