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2009 SwIM Mission center Highl ights  

Special points of interest: 

§ The Hatch Report 

§ Vista-Carlsbad Congregation 

§ Ridgecrest Congregation 

§ Escondido Congregation 

§ St. George Congregation 

§ Baja Reports 

§ Buckhorn Camp News 

§ Buckhorn Golf News 

§ Living Our Mission 

§ Letters to the Editor! 

§ Easter Sunrise Service 

§ Missing Congregationsé... 

 

Iõve been serving as Mission 
Center President for three 
months now and Iõve enjoyed 
getting around to several con-
gregations as well as different 
gatherings.  As everyone knows 
by now, we are not making a 
household move at this point 
due to the economic situation 
both in the world and in the 
church.  So we will continue to 
live in Arizona and I will travel 
into the Mission Center as 
much as possible.  While this is 
not an ideal situation I am confi-
dent that we can work to-
gether and make it successful. 

 

The economic situation of the 
church goes beyond the can-
celling of household moves, 
however.  Giving of world 
church mission tithes is down 
and that is having a direct af-
fect on the operations of the 
world church.  Church leaders 
have been meeting for several 
weeks to reduce the budget 
and come up with a way to op-
erate with less income.  Unfor-
tunately the only way to do this 
will be with staff reductions.   
Final plans are still being devel-
oped, but no area of the church 

will be unaffected.  There are 
simply not enough world 
church dollars to continue 
funding all current positions; 
and more local funding will be 
required from every area.  
Please continue to be generous 
in both local and world church 
ministry tithes, and look for 
ways to increase your giving by 
even the smallest of amounts.  I 
am confident in the generosity 
of our people. 

 

Even though times are tough 
we will not be distracted from 
the mission task.  We will con-
tinue to share our witness with 
others and invite all to join us as 
we serve a God of grace and 
love.  As we celebrate this 
Easter season let us remember 
that while the darkness of Fri-
day may be upon us, we know 
that the brightest of Sunday 
mornings will come.  The tomb 
will not remain sealed.  The 
rock will be rolled away and 
our despair will turn to joy and 
together we will proclaim, òHE 
IS RISENé HE IS RISEN INDEED.ó 

 

Stephen Hatch, MCP 

The Hatch Report  

http://www.americanbible.org/pages/give
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CONGREGATIONAL REPORTS 

Hello from Vista/Carlsbadé 

Much is happening and mostly excitingé 

First, and very important, is that we had our first Priesthood 
meeting in several years.  We were able to meet at Kathy and 
Norio's home with a beautiful breakfast and a three hour meet-
ing.  It was simply wonderful to have our little group together.  
We are planning on another one very shortly and trust we will 
continue so that we can be better prepared to serve in the vari-
ous responsibilities of the congregation, the Mission and the 
world church.  We all realize that we have much to learn and 

much to offer.  

 

We are looking at a visiting program because we are small and 
to visit some of the folks on our membership list we don't even 
know who they are, thus, it's time to get out there and say hello 

and welcome them all back into fellowship with us.  

 

Many of us were blessed as we gathered at Buckhorn for the 
weekend of the dedication of the Peace Center and the enlight-
ening sessions with our Prophet.  One of the most interesting 
facts of our church is that we truly do have a modern day 
prophet and apostles.  How often in ones life time is it that any-
one has an opportunity to be ministered to by a prophet or an 
apostle?  To me it is simply a lifetime experience.  It was certainly 

a rich weekend. 

 

We had a tremendously exciting experience towards the end of 
2008.  Our Apostle was contacted and was asked to write a 
letter to our little congregation, you know, one like maybe we 
read like the Apostle Paul wrote to so many of the congrega-
tions that he started and he followed through and wrote letters 
of encouragement to them, to keep the faith and move out in 
faith and invite people and tell the story of Jesus.  Well, as ex-
pected, Apostle Susan Skoor responded to our request and I can 
not tell you how exciting it was to receive such a letter and then 
to share in a worship setting her concerns for us and her sup-
port and understanding of our desires to bring people closer to 
God and actually have a relationship with Him.  The tone of the 
service was simply wonderful.  We are so fortunate to have min-
isters of such quality and with such willingness to share.  It goes 

without saying that the entire experience was over whelming.  

 

Our little group is blessed to have Kathy Morota and Marsha 
Rastle as our co-pastors.  They are certainly dedicated and are a 
joy to be in our small band of disciples. Also in our little group 
we are blessed with dedicated disciples who wish to participate 
in many ways such as speaking, or being our financial officer, or 
class teachers, or providing music for us and on and on.  As an 
outpouring of God's spirit accompanies the desires of so many 
of our group we are blessed to have three various priesthood 
calls.  Sue Saltzman, our financial officer, has been called to the 
office of Deacon and she is working at her Temple school 
classes endeavoring to finish those so she  can proceed with her 

ordination.   

 V I S T A - C a r l s b a d  C O N G R E G A T I O N  

Then, Neva Norling has been called to serve in the office of Priest.  
Neva is a get up and go type of person for she has already fin-
ished most of her studies through Temple School.  Both of these 
ladies have most adequately prepared themselves over the years 
and we look forward to their continuing ministries as they reach 
out in faith to fulfill the responsibilities and duties of their new 
ministries.  Then, Ralph Gault has been invited to serve as an Evan-
gelist and if all goes as planned his ordination will take place at 
our April Mission Conference.  All three of these people solicit your 

prayers as they launch out in new ministries. 

 

As has been mentioned in earlier Newsletters, we are always look-
ing for guest speakers.  If there are any folks out there in our Mis-
sion that would like to come to our little group to speak, the invita-
tion is open.  Please make contact with any of us and we will steer 
you in the right direction.  Likewise, if any of you would like to 
have one of us come to your group, I'm confident that any of us 
would be most willing to support you in anyway we can.  Don't 

be bashful, volunteer and come and worship with us.  

 

Another exciting event, we as a group, served dinner for the 
homeless in the Vista area on the evening of March 21st and it 
was really an exciting time.  Thanks to Norio for spearheading this 

project. 

 

On April 26 we are privileged to have as our guest speaker our 
Apostle, Susan Skoor.  With this exciting event we are planning an 
all out invitation in the area where we meet.  We are planning at 
the present time to walk the neighborhood on April 19th to dis-
tribute some special fliers that we are presently working on, we 
think this is a great opportunity to invite our neighbors to worship 
with us.  Our thought is éhow often in one's lifetime (outside of 
our own church) does one have the chance or opportunity to sit  
under the tutorship of a modern day apostle.  Well, this is a 
chance of a lifetime for many of our neighbors and we are going 
to make the best of the opportunity.  Please remember our little 
group in your prayers in this huge endeavor. (All things are possi-

ble with God).  

 

Looking back on our last Newsletter we commented on the health 
of some of our group.  Let me update you on one very special 
lady.  Nola Angus is still suffering with the various stages of can-
cer.  I personally have never met a person with the faith that Nola 
shares.  She is so confident that God will heal her even as she 
physically is so weak and her health diminishes almost daily.  She 
simply asks God for a miracle and never complains, what a beauti-
ful woman, and her husband, Joe, has just as much faith and con-
fidence.  Please keep her in your prayers that she might be com-
forted by God's love and that she might experience peace.  Please 
remember our small group in your moments of silence and in your 
prayers as we really do have a desire to grow and have opportuni-

ties to tell people of the love of Jesus, the one we serve daily. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Ralph Gault 
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CONGREGATIONAL REPORTS 

R i d g e c r e s t  C O N G R E G A T I O N  

On Sunday, February 15th, the Ridgecrest Congregation cele-

brated the Sacrament of Blessing by inviting the elders to bless 

Malia Ensley Walden.  

 

The attached photo shows Malia being blessed by her Aunt 

Sarah Sharp of Vista while being held by her maternal Grandfa-

ther, Tom Rastle of Escondido. Looking on are Malia's parents, 

Jenelle and Roger Walden of Tehachapi, CA. This service of 

blessing was presided over by Pastor Jim Walden with Morris 

Blick of Mojave bringing the Spoken Word. The service was fol-

lowed by a birthday party for Malia's two year old sister Riley, 

who had been blessed at the Ridgecrest congregation a year 

and a half earlier . 

 

Submitted by James Walden  

e S C O N D I D O  C O N G R E G A T I O N  

On December 14, We had a baptism service Carlos, Martha, 
daughter Diana and granddaughter Aurora were baptized. It was 
so nice to see this new family join us. They became acquainted 
with the church through Wednesday afternoon kids 
 
On Dec 21 We had our annual Christmas party at Donanne's. 
 
On Dec 25 We lost Douglas Carmicael. He and his wife were at 
the Christmas eve service. We had a service for him on Jan 3rd. 
 
On Feb 1st we had our new SWIM-C president speak. Steve 
Hatch. We has a potluck afterwards. 
 
On Feb 15 We had a baby blessing service Gianna Bernadette 
Cowen Great granddaughter of Tom & Jean slack. 
 
Gabe Thelen is in the state meet for his gymnastics. Harry Haw-
thorne is taking ballet. 
 

Irene 


