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2008 SwIM Mission center Highl ights  

Special points of interest: 

§ NEW Assignments 

§ Chula Vista Report 

§ Saint George Report 

§ Victor Valley Report 

§ Vista Report 

§ Escondido Report 

§ Tecate Report 

§ Christmas in Mexico 

§ Spec Happenings 

§ Mission Center Reports 

Dear Friends: 

 

I am pleased to announce that Sev-
enty Stephen Hatch has agreed to 
serve half-time as the Mission Center 
President for Southwest International 
Mission Center.  Stephen has served 
the church as a full-time minister 
since 1998 and is currently serving as 
the Mission Center President and Fi-
nancial Officer for the Arizona Mission 
Center.  Many of you have met him 
already at church functions.   

 

Stephen is intelligent, enthusiastic, 
and energetic, with a passion for mis-
sion that comes from his background 
as a Seventy.  Trained as a social 
worker prior to church employment, 
he has a heart of compassion and 
sensitivity to the injustices that can be 
addressed by the Gospel.   

 

He and his wife Cynthia are both fully 
bilingual in Spanish and English.  
Stephen and Cynthia have two sons, 
Jonathan and Andrew, who are both 
excellent musicians and enjoyed par-
ticipating in marching band in High 
School.  Their family enjoys camping, 
traveling, and sports. 

 

Stephen will also serve half-time as 
my Field Apostolic Assistant.  Since 
heôs just coming on board in that new 
role, we will be working together to 
identify how best to use his skills and 
interests in partnering with me.  That 
will take some time, and I will send 

information to you at a future date 
concerning the tasks delegated to 
Stephen to free me for more mission.   

 

Stephen will begin serving in his new 
roles January 1, 2009, the same date 
that Carman begins his new assign-
ment in Canada West.  He and Cindy 
will be moving to San Diego during 
the summer of 2009, after they have 
had a chance to get everything in or-
der in Arizona.   

 

During the first half of 2009, Stephen 
will be traveling back and forth to your 
mission center from Phoenix.  Please 
assist him in whatever way you can in 
getting settled in and oriented to the 
mission and ministry there in South-
west International Mission Center. 

 

I invite you to join me in welcoming 
Stephen and Cindy to their new as-
signment, and support them with your 
prayers and good wishes.  May Godôs 
blessings be with all of us, and guide 
us into a future of hope and peace.  

 

Blessings, 

 

Apostle Susan Skoor 

 

 

(See related story page 19 and 33) 

S t e p h e n  H a t c h - N e w  M C  P R E S I D E N T  

Carman has accepted the position 
of Canada East Mission Centre 
President and will begin making 
arrangements for his transition dur-
ing the remaining months of this 
calendar year.  His wide diversity of 
skills and talents will, however, be 
put to good use in the Canadian 
Field in his new role and I offer my 
heartfelt support.   

 

Carman will be starting his new 
ministry January 1, 2009.  He and 
Joan will continue to serve in 
Southwest International Mission 
Center until then, and will be busy 
providing ministry to you as well as 
packing up their household and 
making preparations for the future. 

(see entire story page 23) 

N e w  A s s i g n m e n t  
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CONGREGATIONAL REPORTS 

We invite you to come and join us for worship and fellowship. Our Sunday mornings start at 9:00am with fellowship to-
gether (light breakfast, coffee, hot cocoa & juice), kids class starts about 9:40 and the morning worship starts at 
11:00am. We hope to have you come and visit! Here are a few blessings that we have experienced in our congregation. 
 
July 19

th
 we celebrated the wedding of Catherine Saunders (Teresa Ressô daughter) to Jeffrey Grabau. Family was here 

from Alaska and Texas.  Teresaôs sister, Ruth Gaskins from Texas, came out to officiate for the ceremony. A reception 
followed in the church hall. Congratulations to Cathe and Jeff! 
 
Pat and Jack Justice drove to North Carolina, Alabama & Florida this summer to visit family. Pat said she felt the Lordôs 
blessing all the way with her health, driving and Jackôs health. Prayers were answered for them to make this trip. 
 
Alda Peralta is taking classes in Child Development at Grossmont College. The language barrier gets a little hard at 
times, but she is persistent in taking these classes. Please keep Alda in your prayers as she furthers her schooling and 
the English language. We are very proud of her! 
 
NEW BABY: Nathan, Lisa and Ean Hagman have a new member of their family. Sonja Michelle Hagman was born Sep-
tember 16

th
 at 0327 weight 8.8lbs and 19.5ò. She is a lovely little girl! Welcome baby Sonja! Unfortunately, the Navy has 

decided to send the Hagmansô to Sicily in May for 3 years. We will miss them very much. It has been great to receive 
their ministry and the ministry of Nathanôs parents, Wanda and Cliff Hagman these last few years. 
 
Adele Norton had hip surgery some months ago and recently fell which placed her in the hospital and rehab. She is now 
home and nicely recovering. We are blessed to see her smiling face again at church and share in her love of God. 
Please continue to keep Adele in your prayers. 
 
Roz Oldfield recently had knee surgery. She is recovering nicely and it would be good to have her back to worship with. 
Please keep Roz in your prayers as she recovers. 
 
We welcome Gina Nortonôs mom, Catalina Molina. Catalina has moved to San Diego and will be attending the Chula 
Vista congregation! 
 
Teresa Ress celebrated her 30

th
 year anniversary October 21 at the Sheraton San Diego Hotel & Marina. ñI started out 

as a telephone operator using a cord switch board to connect callers to guests and departments. Over the years God 
has reminded me of his presence in my daily life by the many different contacts with people. I once was asked by a con-
vention planner to offer a prayer over his pre-meeting. This came at a time that I was wondering about my ministry as a 
minister. You just never know when God will call upon you.ò 
 
Lucille Beach was able to make a long trip June 5-July 5 to see her daughter Lois in Iowa. Lois, Bill (Russell) and Lucille 
traveled to the Grand Canyon, Nauvoo, Kirkland Temple and Canada. Lucille and Lois were able to attend the 2008, 
Church Women United gathering in Independence. This truly was a blessing from God after the illness that Lucille had 
gone through. 
  
We are looking forward to a few future baptisms. Danny (13) and Alex (8) Martinez have been attending for about 2 
years. Paola (10) and Sofia (8) Navarro have been attending for over 3 years. All 4 children have received their motherôs 
blessings to join the Community of Christ Church. These children have brought a lot of enthusiasm to our congregation 
and we are grateful to be a part of their journey in building a relationship with Jesus Christ 
  
The congregation continues to fill food boxes for our neighbors in need. We have teamed up with the local family re-
source center, Open Door, in providing food for those in need. 
  
Places of Peace, Russia and Ukraine are becoming live places to our congregation. Weekly we take up an extra offering 
to be part of the International Church goal of $330,000 to assist congregations in these areas to build or refurbish build-
ings of worship.  Doctrine and Covenants 163:3a ñYou are called to create pathways in the world for peace in Christ to 
be relationally and culturally incarnate. The hope of Zion is realized when the vision of Christ is embodied in communities 

C H U L A  V I S T A  C O N G R E G A T I O N  
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CONGREGATIONAL REPORTS 

C H U L A  V I S T A  C O N G R E G A T I O N  

of generosity, justice, and peacefulness.ò 
  
Our annual Christmas concert with Four in Faith for Open Door is being discussed. Scott Lacyôs Aunt Phyl is not doing 
well (she has cancer) and the group is very busy. Scott, Christopher and Mandy now live in the San Francisco area, 
which makes the commute not as easy. We will keep you posted as soon as a decision is made. In the meantime, Aunt 
Phyl and the Lacy family and friends would love your prayers of peace for Aunt Phyl. 
 
Everyday is a blessing in our Chula Vista neighborhood. Small, prayerful, hopeful and wondering is our journey. New 
eyes, listening and reacting is our ways. The Lord works in many different ways and we are blessed to be part of his 
works and on a journey of building relationships through Christ. 
  
We thank you for keeping us in your prayers and thoughts. Keep the journey alive! 
 
I would like to send kudos to the youth that attended the Adventure on Saturday Nov 8Th. Your energy was shown in 
your actions and your care for one other.  I had a friend sit with me at the Mexican Hat dance check point. He is a non 
member and has had many personal issues this last year. I was surprised that he accepted my invitation to go with me to 
the Adventure, but I was more surprised when a youth asked him to join in with their team doing the Mexican hat dance. 
His response, OK. (WOW!!) 

 

 After the event was over he was talking about the whole day experience and I could see the love of Christ in him as we 
shared together. Unfortunately I do not remember the youth that asked him to join. If they remember and if they do not I 
still say "Thank you". Thank you for taking that step, thank you for seeking out others to help you gain more points and 
thank you for sharing your love and gifts of Jesus Christ.  

 

The one action of asking my friend to participate has now given him an experience of Christ in his life. Which road he 
takes is up to him, but for 1 afternoon he felt part of a group of good Christian friends. It was a fantastic day to share with 
the youth! 

 

Chula Vista congregation was very fortunate to have part of  the Calizonia team share with us on their anticipations of 
SPEC and their experiences of SPEC. We have powerful youth with a love that is there to share. See the face of Christ, 
see the face of youth! 

 

We are a Community of Christ that I feel is acting on the call to witness. In our witnessing we are building relation-
ships and I feel, we are on the road with Jesus Christ. 

 

Onward We go! 

 
Submitted by  

Teresa Ress, Pastor 
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P r i m a r y  c a m p  R e p o r t  

Primary Camp was held 
Sept 20-21. The theme 
was The Power Lab. The 
counselors wore lab 
coats and were the Pro-
fessors. The children 
enjoyed dancing, paint-
ing, scientific activities, 
learning to trust each 
other, and lessons on 
the grass. They also enjoyed slip and slide, water guns, 
bubble play and good times with good people. At the the 
end of the night we all enjoyed a sleep over and movie 
in the main room. All in all it was a great time had by all, 
children and adults alike!!!  
 

Anna-Marie Davis  


