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2008 SwIM Mission center Highl ights  

Special points of interest: 

§ Change of Assignment 

§ Tecate Break-in 

§ Richard Fosterõs Calling 

§ 2008 Swim Reunion 

§ A Little Bit of This and That 

Dear Friends: 

 

I am pleased to announce that Car-
man Thompson of Southwest Interna-
tional Mission Center has agreed to 
serve half-time as the Assistant to the 
Apostle in the Pacific Field effective 
September 1, 2008.  Carman is cur-
rently the Mission Center President/
Financial Officer, and will continue to 
serve half-time as the Mission Center 
President.  Provision is being made 
for the ministerial presence of a Mis-
sion Center Financial Officer in 
SWIMC to relieve Carman of the fi-
nancial responsibilities he presently 
carries.  I will provide more informa-
tion about that assignment in the near 
future. 

 

Background:   

Section 163 of the Doctrine and Cove-
nants states that as the Apostles 
ñmove out in faith and unity of pur-
pose, freeing themselves from other 
duties, they will be blessed with an 
increased capacity for sharing Christôs 
message of hope and restoration for 
creation.ò  Since the World Confer-
ence, the Council of Twelve has dili-
gently prayed and discussed ways to 
delegate some administrative and 
ministerial tasks to others so that we 
could focus more on mission.  With 
the support of the First Presidency 
and Presiding Bishopric, we are cur-
rently in the process of recruiting and 
confirming assistants to the apostles 
who can assume administrative and/
or financial responsibilities:   

To provide support for mission center 
teams, MCPôs, and MCFOôs 

§ To provide an additional 
layer of continuity if the 
Apostles are reassigned 

§ To increase operational 
effectiveness in the field 

§ To help free the Apostles 

for mission 

 

The specific tasks and responsibilities 
for the assistant will vary in each field, 
as each apostle and assistant work 
together to identify the best match of 
skills, needs, and responsibilities.  
Carman and I are currently in conver-
sation about the specific tasks he will 
be handling, and more information will 
be sent to you at a later time concern-
ing his responsibilities and the tasks 
delegated to other members of my 
field team. 

 

Carman is eminently qualified to as-
sist me in the Pacific field, especially 
focusing on the USA mission centers.  
He combines people skills with excel-
lent organizational and administrative 
skills.  His prior background in busi-
ness, fund-raising, mission, and min-
isterial diversity will be beneficial to all 
of us, as we work together.  He and 
his wife Joan will continue to reside in 
the San Diego area.  Please join me 
in celebrating the addition of Carman 
Thompson to the Pacific Field team. 

Blessings, 

Apostle Susan Skoor 

Swim Change of Assignment 

Core Values  
 

Core values affirm what is ulti-
mately meaningful to the Commu-
nity of Christ. These values express 
who we are. They are something 
like a personality profile. Our core 
values communicate the heart of 
our tradition. With them we share 
how God has shaped us and what 
we sense God calling us to be. 
 

The Centrality of Jesus Christ  
 
Jesus' life, ministry, and teachings; 
his death, resurrection, and living 
presence are the foundation of our 
movement. Our scriptures and wor-
ship point to him; the kingdom he 
preached energizes our desire for 
transformation in the world. 
 
Yet for us there is one God, the 
Father, from whom are all things 
and for whom we exist, and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
are all things and through whom we 
exist. 
 
ðI Corinthians 8:6 
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SwIM  CONGREGATIONAL  HAPPENINGS 

T e c a t e  B r e a k - i n  a n d  D e s t r u c t i o n  

Those of you who were still at reunion may have heard 
that the Tecate church was broken into last Friday.  I 
have just returned from Tecate and want to give you a 
report, along with a request for any receipts you might 
happen to have.  The following is a list of some of the 
damages and items stolen.  The main objective was 
probably the theft of anything copper due to the current 
high scrap metal value. 

 

Damages and items stolen: 

§ Most of the electrical wiring was cut and 
stripped from the walls and ceilings; from the 
light switches and receptacles to the ceiling 
lights. 

§ Ceiling lights and ceiling fan were removed and 
stripped of all copper material. 

§ The two fridges were damaged.  The newer one 
had the motor removed along with any copper 
tubing, the older one just the tubing. 

§ The electric leaf blower had the electrical cord 

removed. 

§ A good, fairly new gas lawn mower was stolen. 

§ All copper plumbing was removed, including the 
piping coming out of the hot water tank.   

§ The sinks were torn off the walls searching for 

copper, and the kitchen sink was stolen.  (Yes, 
even the kitchen sink!) 

§ The brand new sound system bought in 2007 
was stolen, including all microphones, mic 
stands and cables. 

§ An electric guitar and amplifier that the youth 
were learning to play was stolen.  The amplifier 
and some speakers were probably destroyed 
stripping the parts out. 

§ The microwave over was destroyed looking for 
copper. 

§ A combination TV/VCR was stolen. 

§ Approximately $60.00 that members of the con-
gregation had given and was saving towards 
purchasing musical instruments was stolen. 

§ Other materials were not stolen but were 
stacked up outside or inside, obviously ready to 
be picked up on the next load. 

 

Access was gained through the back of the church and 
house.  The following are the damages. 

§ The lock on the front gate was cut or twisted off. 

§ Bars were torn off one back window on the 

church, newly installed earlier this year. 
(Obviously that wasnôt much of a deter-
rent!)  Nothing was stolen from the church, and 
surprisingly, there were no other damages 
there. 

§ Bars were torn off the bottom of one back win-
dow on the house and the window smashed to 
gain access to the church house. 

§ One locked interior door in the church house 
was destroyed to gain access to the locked 
room. 

§ There is general mess throughout the house, 

created in the theft of the copper material. 

 

The police, insurance office, and numerous other official 
offices in Tecate and Tijuana have been contacted, and 
we are in the process of taking steps for re-
pairs.  Currently there is no electricity or water working, 
except the toilet.  We will move as quickly as possible to 
make repairs, and re-secure the facility.  At this point we 
do not know how much of the cost will be covered by 
insurance, but we are hopeful that a significant portion 
will be.  The rest will almost certainly need to be born by 
the mission center. I am not clear on the deducti-
ble.  Properties in Mexico are not covered by World 
Church insurance, and we buy insurance for Tecate 
separately.   

 

At present Nacho Venegas is sleeping at the church to 
provide security.  While I have some uneasiness about 
that, Nacho feels confident that the thieves will not re-
turn as long as someone is there, but will certainly return 
if the house is left unattended at night.  We are currently 
looking into other security measures, both short term 
and long term.  Please remember Nacho in your 
prayers. 

 

The economic situation in Tecate has deteriorated 
somewhat because of a loss of jobs due to the current 
upheaval in the US economy.  Many people who had 
been gainfully employed are currently out of work and 
are having a hard time making ends meet.  Whether that 
is behind this incident is unknown, however it is almost 
certainly contributing to the current increase in theft and 
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SwIM  CONGREGATIONAL  HAPPENINGS 

T e c a t e  B r e a k - i n  a n d  D e s t r u c t i o n  

other criminal activity in Mexico.  So far, most of our 
church people seem to be surviving, however many are 
certainly making do with less, especially given the in-
crease in the cost of food, fuel, and other materials. 

 

REQUEST: 

Many of you were involved in helping build and furnish 
the Tecate church.  If you donated any of the items 
listed above, or if you donated an item not listed that 
might have been stolen and overlooked, would you hap-
pen to still have the receipt?  If so, could you please 
contact me as soon as possible?   

 

We are trying to assemble as much information as we 
can to establish value with the insurance company.  Al-
ternately, if you bought any of the items listed and 
turned the receipt in to the mission center for reimburse-
ment, please tell me what it was and the approximate 
date, and I will search for the receipt in the mission cen-
ter records. 

 

I felt you would want to know about this.  Please feel 
free to forward this information to those who have an 
interest in Tecate. 

 

FINALLY, for those of you with responsibilities for your 
own congregationôs buildings, please take this as a 
warning.  This is not the first theft of copper we have had 
in the mission center, although it is certainly the most 
thorough.  El Cajon and Las Vegas have also had cop-
per stolen from the outside of the church properties, es-
pecially lightning ground wire and air conditioning tub-
ing.  World church also reports that it is a growing prob-
lem around the country.   

 

Please do a thorough walk around of your facility and 
look for ways to protect the churchôs property.  I am cer-
tain this issue will only increase in the days ahead. 

 

Love and blessings to each of you, 

 

Carman Thompson 

MCP/MCFO 

Southwest International (USA/Mexico) Mission Center 

Dear Friends: 

 

My heart aches at the destruction and loss that occurred 
at Tecate Community of Christ.  I send my prayers and 
support for the reconstruction and renewal that is under-
way.  I encourage further efforts to secure the prop-
erty.  We must be realistic, however, and recognize that 
no security measures will deter a thief who is deter-
mined to enter at all costs.  For that reason, I am con-
cerned for and will also be praying for Nacho, who is 
valiantly guarding the building.  I request your prayers 
for him as well.  Iôm sorry to hear of the economic situa-
tion in Tecate that has driven some people to this kind of 
destruction and theft.   

 

Carman and Georgina, I appreciate the efforts you and 
others are making in order to follow up with insurance 
and replacement.  This is a huge task, and one that con-
sumes a lot of time and energy.  It was very wise to no-
tify Risk Management and Real Estate Office in Inde-
pendence, so they know what has happened.   

 

The members of Tecate Community of Christ will remain 
in my prayers and on my heart as they rebuild and clean 
up the church.  God is with us through every difficulty, 
and I will trust all of the members of Tecate to Godôs 
grace and care. 

 

Blessings, 

Apostle Susan Skoor 
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2008--SwIM  CENTER REUNION 

B u c k h o r n  R e u n i o n  R e p o r t  

What a beautiful reunion! I can't remember a more 

close-knit camp. From the youngest of the young, to 

the oldest of the old, we worked hand in hand to hold 

each other up, and show our love for God, through-out 

the week. We enjoyed wonderful services like the Ordi-

nation of Dick Foster to Evangelist , to the Superanua-

tion of Jay Allen. We hung out with family and friends, 

we worshipped our Lord in many ways, and, at the end 

of the week, we were blessed with a hula dance from 

Apostle Susan Skoor and SWIM Center President Car-

men Thompson-- This will be a reunion that I will re-

member forever. Blessings to all! 

 

Anna-Marie Davis 

Ell Cajon Congregation 

Reunion Photos submitted by Anna-Maria Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who supported my ordination to the 
Office of Evangelist. It was definitely a highlight of my 
ministerial career.  The spirit that you all brought to reun-
ion and the spirit that touched us all enveloped me.  It felt 
very good to be with you all again. I was also thrilled that 
our daugher and her family also came to the reunion this 
year. Your love was so profound to them that they want 
to come back next year. In fact, they shared their stories 
about reunion to our son and his family so now they also 
want to come to next year's reunion. Julie and I felt so 
blessed by your love and acceptance of our family we still 
talk about it to our friends and acquaintenances.  We 
miss "our" mission center! But, we are thoroughly enjoy-
ing our old friends in Colorado.  May God continue to 
bless you all in all that you do. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Dick and Julie Foster 

 

D i c k  an d  J u l i e  F o s t e r  


