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Chapter 2: Seek the Kingdom!

Consideration #3; pgs. 19-21
It is unfortunate that the counsel in Doctrine and Covenants 119 that “all are called according to the gifts of God unto them” has been so often restricted in its interpretation as pertaining to the individual disciple alone.  While this is certainly wonderful counsel for individuals, it is equally true for congregations.

I frequently hear congregational leaders and members voicing concerns that they do not have enough accomplished musicians, effective preachers, or enough volunteers to staff all of the programs that they desire.  Sometimes, it seems as though persons judge their congregation’s potential by its ability to match up with some supposed “ideal congregation.”  The fact of the matter is that there is no “one size fits all” when it comes to congregational life.

When congregations compare themselves to some ideal model of church life, the result is often frustration and damaged self- esteem.  A better approach would be for a congregation to build on its unique gifts and abilities, and give themselves permission to stop attempting to do those things which they are not gifted to do.  Not far from my home is a Community of Christ congregation that does not possess many gifts for hymn singing, choirs, and preaching, but they have profound gifts for hospitality, building relationships with hard-living folk, and creating safe space for sharing life’s ups and downs.

They have oriented their congregation’s ministry around these gifts and have been successful in proclaiming the gospel and making disciples.  Not far from them is another Community of Christ congregation that, frankly, does not have the gifts to relate to hard-living people, but they are actively reaching out to white-collar professionals in ways that make sense for them.

God does not call us to serve according to some other congregation’s gifts, but calls us to serve according to our gathered giftedness.  Think about it: this means that while we may not have everything we want, we nevertheless have everything that we need to serve according to the way that God has called us—which is according to our gifts.  This frees up congregations—both small and large—to be who they are, and frees them from the strain of having to “do church” in a manner that is out of alignment with their gifts.

Consider the following testimony from Richard Betts regarding his congregation in London, England.

Central London House Church—England

The Central London house Church meets in the evening of the third Sunday of every month, in the homes of he different members.  The group varies in size and is made up of people from many different nationalities (Australian, South African, New Zealander, Canadian, American, Welsh, and English) with backgrounds from many different walks of life and different stages of their faith.  The congregation is not typical in that it does not have sermons and lots of hymn singing.  Yet the gospel is alive as the group fellowships and ministers according to its gathered gifts.

One Sunday, the group discussion was around the theme of “A Loving God.”  Members of the congregation had been sharing testimonies of how God’s love was evident in their lives.  There where many similar stories shared about God blessing our lives through the love of family, keeping us safe, and an abundance of material possession.  As we shared these stories, one particular member of the congregation remained silent; her silence was unusual as she was normally actively involved in our discussions.

When she made the decision to join the group’s discussion, she spoke of her experience as a native of Johannesburg, South Africa.  She share about growing up in a world where racism, fear, death, and poverty was all around, and many of her family and friends had suffered because of this.  She knew that God loved her not because of safety, and wonderful family, or material blessings.  She felt God’s love through having been given life!  This simple gift made her want to praise God everyday.  Her perspective enabled me to see a new insight into God’s love. 
This was what made the London Group unique, being able to have a global perspective of God—a true Community of Christ.

Each monthly group meeting takes the form of a discussion, where a subject is put forward and different viewpoints and opinions are shared.  Issues range from Community of Christ values and beliefs to Christian responses to world issues.  Despite the clear differences and diversity of the group, they responded to the call in D. and C. 162:5a: “Do not be defined by the things that separate you but by the things that unite you in Jesus Christ.”

All around the world, persons of multiple ages, languages, and backgrounds are pursuing the cause of Zion, driven by a common vision wherein injustice is addressed and persons learn to live together in peace.  While the vision is held in common, the pursuit of that vision is varied according to the unique gifts and circumstances of each person and congregation.  What does the gathering of your congregation’s gifts look like?  
What Does the Gathering of Your Congregation’s Gifts Look Like?

(Activity 3)

The questions in the activity box below are one way to approach this question.  If you are considering these questions in a congregational setting, then you may want to spend several hours reflecting upon and discussing these questions over a period of time.  If you are discussing these in a camp or reunion setting, then your time with questions may be substantially more abbreviated.

1.  Think about those times in which the congregation felt the most alive, vibrant, and interesting to you.


a. What was going on?


b. What gifts were needed to make this happen?

2. What are the hobbies that people in the congregation enjoy?

3. What do members of the congregation have expertise in (professional, personal interests, other)?

4. In general, what gifts are resident in the congregation?

5. Are there any themes that stand out when reviewing the answers to the above questions?

6. Now think about the needs for peace, justice, reconciliation, and unity in our community.  How might the gifts identified above be applied in relationship to these needs? 

